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A Resolution By the
South Carolina Joint Council of Fire Service Associations
To
Ban the Sale and Distribution of Novelty Lighters

WHEREAS, the members of the South Carolina Joint Council of Fire Service
Associations are concerned with the potential danger to the children of South Carolina;

and

WHEREAS, youth fire setting has been identified as a fast growing fire threat in
South Carolina and the United States; and

WHEREAS, in 2007, approximately 35% of child-related fires occurring in South
Carolina were caused by children using lighters, resulting in two reported fatalities; and

WHEREAS, novelty lighters have features which are attractive to children,
including visual effects, flashing lights, musical sounds and toylike designs, making it
difficult to distinguish between a toy and a fire tool; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission has recalled
thousands of novelty lighters due to the danger posed to public safety; and

WHEREAS, many national public safety agencies including, The National
Association of State Fire Marshals, the National Volunteer Fire Council, and the
National Fire Protection Agency have lent their support to the prohibition of the sale and
distribution of novelty lighters; and

RESOLVED, by the members of the South Carolina Joint Council of Fire Service
Associations comprised of the South Carolina State Association of Fire Chiefs, the
South Carolina Firefighters’ Association, the South Carolina International Association of
Arson Investigators, the South Carolina Fire Marshals Association, the South Carolina
Fire and Life Safety Education Association, the South Carolina Society of Fire Service
Instructors and the South Carolina Professional Firefighters Association, urge the South
Carolina State Legislature to actively seek and support legislation that would ban the
sale and distribution of novelty lighters in the State of South Carolina.
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