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The project period for any award grant shall be twelve months from the date of the
award. Any equipment purchased with the grant must meet all mandatory regulatory
requirements, as well as, all state, national, and Department of Homeland Security
adopted standards.

Award recipients must agree to:

(a) perform, within the designated period of performance, all approved tasks as
outlined in the application;

(b) retain grant files and supporting documentation for three years after the
conclusion and close out of the grant or any audit subsequent to close out;

(c) ensure all procurement actions are conducted in a manner that provides, to
the maximum extent possible, open and free competition. In doing so, the recipient
must follow its established procurement law when purchasing vehicles, equipment,
and services with the grant. If possible, the recipient must obtain at least two quotes
or bids for the items being procured and document the process used in the grant files.
Sole-source purchasing is not an acceptable procurement method except in
circumstances allowed by law;

(d) submit a performance report to the peer review panel six months after the
grant is awarded. If a grant’s period of performance is extended for any reason, the
recipient must submit performance reports every six months until the grant is closed
out. At grant closeout, the recipient must report how the grant funding was used and
the benefits realized from the award in a detailed final report. An accounting of the
funds must also be included; and

(e) make grant files, books, and records available, if requested by any person,
for inspection to ensure compliance with any requirement of the grant program.
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A recipient that completes the approved scope of work prior to the end of the
performance period, and still has grant funds available, may:

(a) use the greater of one percent of their award amount or three hundred
dollars to continue or expand, the activities for which they received the award;

(b) use excess funds to create or expand, a fire or injury prevention program.
Excess funds above the amounts discussed in sub-item (a) must be used for fire or
injury prevention activities or returned to the program. In order to use excess funds
for fire or injury prevention activities, a recipient must submit an amendment to its
grant. The amendment request must explain fire or injury prevention efforts currently
underway within the organization, where the use of excess funds would fit within the
existing efforts, the target audience for the fire or injury prevention project and how
this audience was identified, and how the effectiveness of the requested fire or injury
prevention project will be evaluated;

(c) use a combination of sub-items (a) and (b); or

(d) return excess funds to the program. To return the excess funds, a recipient
must close out its award and state in the final performance report that the remaining
funds are not necessary for the fulfillment of grant obligations. The recipient also
must indicate that it understands that the funds will be unavailable for future expenses.

Forms for submitting 6-month performance report, grant extension request, and final
performance report are located on the State Fire Marshal’s web site under V-SAFE:
www.lIr.state.sc.us/fmarshal

Failure to comply with the rules stated in the 2007 V-Safe Grant Agreement Articles
could result in the repayment of the grant award.

By affixing my signature, I certify that I will comply with the aforementioned
agreement.

Authorized Signature Printed Name

For

Fire Department
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