
November 2009 

Tibshrany Honored for Service to NCEES 

At its August 2009 annual 

meeting, NCEES 

presented the 

Distinguished Service 

Award to Mitchell 
Tibshrany Jr., P.E., of 

Columbia, S.C., for his 

dedicated service to the 

engineering and 

surveying professions. A 

member of the South 

Carolina State Board of 

Registration for 

Professional Engineers 

and Surveyors from 1996 

to 2008, Tibshrany 

served as board chair, 

vice chair and secretary 

during his tenure. While 

on the Board, he was 

instrumental in decisions 

on budgets, policy and 

enforcement issues, and 

he worked to ensure Board representation at zone and national meetings and on 
NCEES committees. He also promoted faculty licensure and spoke to university 

students about the value of licensure. He is now an emeritus member of the 

South Carolina Board. Tibshrany served as the 2005–07 Southern Zone vice 

president. He was a member of the Advisory Committee on Council Activities for 

four terms and served as a member of the Committee on Awards, the Mobility 

Task Force, and the Special Awards Task Force. In May 2009, Tibshrany was 

awarded the Southern Zone Distinguished Service Award. Tibshrany has been a 

member of the South Carolina Society of Professional Engineers since 1973 and 

is as a past president of the organization’s Columbia chapter. He is a former 

chair of the South Carolina Joint Engineers Council and a past president of the 

Columbia and South Carolina sections of IEEE. 

Board Chair Dinkins Elected NCEES Treasurer 

At the August 2009 
NCEES annual meeting, 

delegates elected Gene L. Dinkins, P.E., P.L.S., as NCEES treasurer for a two-

 

Mitchell Tibshrany, left, receives congratulations from current 

NCEES president Henn Rebane.
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year term (2009–11). A 

resident of Columbia, 

South Carolina, Dinkins 

has been a member of 

the South Carolina State 

Board of Registration for 
Professional Engineers 

and Surveyors since 

2004. He is the current 

board chair. Dinkins also 

served as 2007–09 

NCEES Southern Zone 

vice president. Dinkins 

has more than 35 years 

of experience in 

surveying and 

engineering. He is the 

president of Cox and 

Dinkins, Inc., a surveying 

and civil engineering firm. 

He is a past chair of the 

Richland County (S.C.) 

Planning Commission and the City of Columbia (S.C.) Planning Commission. He 

has also been a guest lecturer at the University of South Carolina’s School of 

Law and its College of Engineering. Dinkins holds a bachelor’s degree in 

chemical engineering from Clemson University as well as a bachelor’s degree in 
civil engineering and a master’s degree in environmental engineering from the 

University of South Carolina. 

 

Gene L. Dinkins, P.E., P.L.S

 



November 2009 

Notice of Online Service Change 

There has been an improvement in our service to you! 

When you use the online service to change your 

address, it will now be automatically changed in the 

Board’s database. Before, you had to submit the 

request and an e-mail would be generated for staff to 
make the change in the database. Now, our staff will 

receive an e-mail that contact information has been 

changed.  

We hope this change is more convenient and efficient for you.  

It is very important that you notify the Board office if your address changes to 

ensure receipt of important mailings (renewals). Please remember it is your 

responsibility to keep our records current. You may still e-mail a completed 

Address Update Form directly to Susan Hicks or access the new online 

services. You may also send the changes by fax to 803-896-4427 or mail them 

to us. We cannot take address changes over the phone. 

If you wish to be added to the distribution list for e-newsletters and other 

communications, please e-mail your name (and registration number if applicable) 

to ENGLS@llr.sc.gov. 

REMINDER: Want to know if someone is currently licensed in South Carolina? 

Check the Licensee Lookup. (Only licenses in ACTIVE status will be on Licensee 

Lookup.) If that person is not listed, he/she is probably not licensed. Words of 
caution: 1) the Licensee Lookup provides business contact information only, and 

2) make sure you have the correct spelling of the names. If you are unsure of the 

spelling, use as few letters as possible. If in doubt about someone’s license, 

please contact the Board office. 
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News from NCEES 

NCEES Approves New PE Exam in Software Engineering 

The NCEES Board of Directors has approved the development of a new PE 

exam for software engineers. The decision came during the Board’s August 11 

meeting in Louisville, Ky., in conjunction with the organization’s annual business 

meeting.  

 

A study of professional activities and knowledge is the initial step of the exam 

development process.  The study will include a survey of a diverse sample of 

software engineering professionals to gather information about the relative 

importance of various areas of knowledge within the discipline as they relate to 

the protection of the public welfare.  This information will be used to determine 

the topics covered in the exam.  After the survey is complete, exam items will be 

written for the initial exam administration.  After that, the exam will be 

administered yearly.  

 

Partnering with NCEES as co-sponsor of the exam is IEEE-USA, which will be 
assisted by the IEEE Computer Society, the National Society of Professional 

Engineers and the Texas Board of Professional Engineers. 

 

Groups representing software engineers have long maintained that software 

engineering should be licensed because it is increasingly practiced in areas that 

reach into the everyday lives of the general public, such as traffic control systems 

and the electrical grid.  An IEEE Computer Society survey of software engineers 

indicated that two-thirds of those employed in the industry support a licensure 

exam for their profession.  

 

Prior to the approval of the software exam, the most recent PE exam to be added 

to the NCEES exam offerings is the architectural engineering exam, first 

administered in 2002. 

NCEES Continues to Address Additional Education Requirement 

 

At its 2009 annual meeting in Louisville, 

NCEES delegates continued to address 

issues related to the additional education 

requirement for engineering licensure that, 

upon adoption by any specific state-level jurisdiction, could go into effect as early 

as 2020. 
 

The additional education requirement now calls for an engineering licensure 
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candidate to obtain a master’s degree or its equivalent prior to taking the PE 

exam, which is typically the final step in the engineering licensure process.  The 

first such language was approved for addition to the Model Law by Council vote 

in 2006. Over the past three years, several additions and modifications to the 

language were approved to adjust and clarify the requirement. Before 2006, 

NCEES Model Law required only an engineering bachelor’s degree from an 
EAC/ABET-accredited program.  

 

At this year’s meeting, delegates passed a resolution calling for the Engineering 

Education Task Force to study alternatives to the master’s or equivalent 

requirement, including an alternative to “reform the bachelor’s degree program” 

to incorporate into undergraduate engineering degrees “the appropriate 

education requirements to practice at a professional level.” 

 

Later in the business session, the Council approved a motion presented by the 

Engineering Education Task Force to move forward with developing a 

clearinghouse for evaluating candidates’ education qualifications. The 

clearinghouse would be used when a candidate does not have a master’s degree 

but presents additional education for consideration as being equivalent to a 

master’s degree. In explaining the rationale for proposing such a clearinghouse, 

Task Force Chair Michael Conzett, P.E., of Nebraska said the clearinghouse 

would allow for consistency across NCEES member licensing boards in 

interpreting the “or equivalent” clause of the master’s or equivalent requirement. 

The Council also formally incorporated into the Model Law language that further 

clarifies the master’s or equivalent requirement.  

 
“Judging from its actions at the annual meeting, the Council expressed its will to 

continue with the effort to strengthen the educational qualification for licensure 

but also to continue the dialogue with all concerned parties,” Executive Director 

Jerry Carter said. “It is clear that the Council members want to ensure that other 

feasible alternatives are investigated. I look forward to seeing how this process 

unfolds as NCEES works to build consensus on this important issue.” 
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The Portfolio Process: Alternate Licensure Procedure for 
Professional Engineers 

In June 2007, the South Carolina legislature approved a process for licensure of 

individuals who hold an engineering technology degree.  The “portfolio process” 

is open until June 30, 2020.  As of September 30, 2009, the Board has licensed 

25 individuals, and approximately 43 more have been approved to begin the 

portfolio process.   

The portfolio process allows technology graduates to demonstrate their 

experience through submittal of a portfolio of three projects.  Portfolios are 

reviewed by committees comprised of engineers and professors in that specific 

discipline; upon acceptance of the portfolio, the applicant is invited for an 

interview.  The committee makes a recommendation to the Board regarding 

licensure, and the Board then votes on the application.                          

The Board needs more reviewers for the Portfolio committees!!  If you are 

interested in serving on a committee, contact Melissa Jones.  Licensure is 

required of the practitioners, but professors are not required to be licensed.  

Professional development credit is given for the time spent in meetings.   

If you know someone who holds a technology degree and who meets the 

requirements, please let them know about the Portfolio Process.  Information is 

available on this Web site or they may contact Administrator Jan Simpson. 
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November 2009 

Board Approves Distribution of Education and Research 
Funds  

The Board approved funding for the following events between 

July 1, 2008, and June 30, 2009: 

 $2,000 to the S.C. Society of Professional Engineers for speakers at the 
organization’s ASCE/SCSPE Winter Meeting.  

 $3,000 to the S.C. Society of Professional Land Surveyors for speakers 
at the organization’s annual conference.  

 $12,000 to three professional organizations that co-sponsored the S.C. 
Engineering Conference and Trade Show:  The American Council of 

Engineering Companies of South Carolina, The American Society of Civil Engineers 
(S.C.), and the S.C. Society of Professional Engineers.    

Section 40-22-255 gives the Board authority to designate up to $10 from each 

renewal fee for research and education purposes.  The funding approved is for 

specified activities or speakers, as requested by the organizations, and has 

provided opportunities for more speakers than the organizations could fund on 

their own, thereby increasing continuing education opportunities to licensees.  

Funding is not limited to speakers, however.  At the request of the American 

Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE SC), the Board approved $,5000 to offset some 

of the expenses of an exam review course, sponsored by the organization, to 

include space, instructor fees and course materials.  The funding will increase 

access to the review course for individuals seeking licensure as professional 

engineers in South Carolina.  In its request, the Society stated, “We believe that 

professional registration is a critical step in ones career development.”  The 

course is web-based, taught by experienced instructors, and is offered as a 

series of 12 two-hour modules held simultaneously in Charleston, Columbia and 

Greenville over a six-week period.  
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General Assembly Approves New Regulations 

In June 2009, the South 

Carolina General Assembly 

approved Regulations 

proposed by the Board that 

deleted outdated language and 
language already in the 

statutes, clarified sections, 

removed the word “Land” from 

the name of the Board, and 

completely updated the 

Standards Manual for 

Surveyors.  The changes also 

brought the Regulations in line 

with statutes approved by the General Assembly in 2007.   

It is every licensee’s responsibility to be knowledgeable of these changes.  Click 

here for the new Regulations:  

http://www.llr.state.sc.us/pol/engineers/PDF_Files/FinalRegs.pdf 

For the Standards Manual as a stand-alone document, click here:  

http://www.llr.state.sc.us/pol/engineers/PDF_Files/STANDARDS%20OF%

20PRACTICE%20MANUAL.pdf 
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Four-year Degrees for Surveying Being offered in South 
Carolina 

With the implementation of the four-year degree requirement for licensure as a 

Surveyor, it is good news that two universities have adopted curricula that meet 

the education requirement.  Clemson University and South Carolina State 

University have proposed curricula to the Board that will meet four-year 

education requirements for licensure as a surveyor, and the Board has officially 

approved the degrees for licensure purposes.  (This approval should not be 
confused with ABET accreditation, as that designation is determined by the EAC 

Commission of ABET.)  It is, however, an assurance to individuals who wish to 

undertake the coursework that the curriculum is acceptable to the Board.  Please 

contact the engineering departments at Clemson and at S.C. State University for 

additional information. 
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Deadline for Applying for Surveyors License with a two-year 
degree 

Until June 30, 2010, applicants with a two-year degree 

and required survey coursework may still apply to take 

the Professional Surveying exam.  Applicants must 

have satisfied the education and experience 

requirements and must have submitted a complete 

application to this Board by June 30, 2010, in order 
to be eligible to take the exam. If an applicant meets 

education and experience requirements and is 

approved by the Board, he/she may take the exam 

AFTER June 30, 2010, and may continue to take the exam according to 

previously-set rules regarding frequency of exams taken (e.g., the applicant 

might need to do further study after two or more failing grades).  All requirements 

must have been completed by June 30, 2010. Under no circumstances will the 

Board be able to accept applications filed after the deadline from 

individuals who hold a two-year degree. 

For example, if an applicant will not have the required years of experience until 

August 1, 2010, he/she will be required to meet the 4-year-degree requirement.  

If an applicant will have the required years of experience by June 20, 2010, 

he/she must complete the forms, have them signed, and submit them to the 

Board for receipt by June 30, 2010, in order to be eligible to take the PS exam 

under the 2-year-degree provision.   

See Section 40-22-225 at http://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess117_2007-

2008/bills/3722.htm 

Please continue to check the Web site, www.llr.state.sc.us/POL/Engineers/, for 

information.  If you have questions or need clarification, please contact the Board 

office.   
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Education Requirements Will change for Surveyor Licensure 

After July 1, 2010, surveyors applying for licensure by examination in South 

Carolina will be required to have a 4-year degree to meet the education 

requirement.  Statute 40-22-225(C) states that the minimum qualifications for 

licensure as a Tier A Professional Surveyor, after July 1, 2010, will be 

“graduation from a school or college of four or more years with a Board-approved 
degree, an ABET commission accredited curriculum in a related field, or a 

substantially equivalent program, including completed discipline-specific courses 

of not less than 12 semester hours or the equivalent in quarter hours satisfactory 

to the Board in each of the disciplines described in Section 40-22-20(24) for 

which the applicant is requesting licensure…..” This education requirement has 

been “in the works” for years, but the implementation date was set for 2010 to 

allow ample time for individuals to complete a two-year degree and obtain 

required surveying courses for licensure by June 30, 2010, if they did not wish to 

obtain the four-year degree. 

Some applicants will take the Fundamentals of Surveying exam in April 2010 and 

will not know if they passed until June.  In this situation, applicants should submit 

the application and all documentation by June 30, 2010, even if the FS scores 

have not been distributed.  If the applicant passes the FS exam, he/she will be 

considered for eligibility to take the Professional Surveyor exam in October 2010, 

or later, if the completed application is filed with the Board office no later than 5 

p.m. on June 30, 2010.   

The requirements for certification as a surveyor-in-training and for licensure as a 

Professional Surveyor are in Section 40-22-225 of the statutes.  
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess117_2007-2008/bills/3722.htm 

http://www.llr.state.sc.us/pol/engineers/PDF_Files/FinalRegs.pdf  See Regulation 

49-201 for more information on licensure requirements.  
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Board Holds Licensing Ceremony 

The Board of Registration for Engineers and Surveyors and the South Carolina 

Society of Professional Engineers continue to sponsor licensing ceremonies 

twice annually for individuals who pass the PE and LS examinations. The most 

recent ceremony was held on July 14, 2009, in the State House, where 17 newly 

licensed engineers and surveyors received their wall certificate presented by 
Board members (with much picture-taking by relatives and friends). 

The Board offers congratulations to everyone who passed the April 2009 exams 

and encourages them to become involved in the profession as a way of giving 

back and mentoring others. The ceremony and reception that follows are proud 

moments for parents, spouses, friends and others who helped along the way, 

and it is a fitting tribute to the newest professional engineers and land surveyors 

who worked so hard to achieve the goal of becoming licensed. Congratulations to 

all new licensees! 
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General Assembly Approves New Regulations 

In June 2009, the South 

Carolina General Assembly 

approved Regulations 

proposed by the Board that 

deleted outdated language and 
language already in the 

statutes, clarified sections, 

removed the word “Land” from 

the name of the Board, and 

completely updated the 

Standards Manual for 

Surveyors.  The changes also 

brought the Regulations in line 

with statutes approved by the General Assembly in 2007.   

It is every licensee’s responsibility to be knowledgeable of these changes.  Click 

here for the new Regulations:  

http://www.llr.state.sc.us/pol/engineers/PDF_Files/FinalRegs.pdf 

For the Standards Manual as a stand-alone document, click here:  

http://www.llr.state.sc.us/pol/engineers/PDF_Files/STANDARDS%20OF%

20PRACTICE%20MANUAL.pdf 
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How Do I File a Complaint 

If you wish to file a complaint against a licensed Professional Engineer or 

Surveyor, please download the complaint form and mail it to the attention of 

Steve Freshley, LLR -  Office of Investigations and Enforcement, PO Box 11329, 

Columbia, SC 29211. 

Download a complaint form (pdf) 
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Disciplinary Actions 

Final disciplinary actions taken by the Board since 

publication of the last newsletter may be viewed on the 

Board’s Web site. While the Board staff makes every 

effort to include all final actions, some may have 

inadvertently been omitted. Documents on the Web site 
are in PDF format and may be printed if you need a copy. 

If you need a copy of an action not posted on the Web 

site (any action taken prior to 7/1/2004), please contact Melissa Jones. 

Questions about the investigative process should be directed to Steve Freshley 

at Freshleys@llr.sc.gov 
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South Carolina Board of Registration for Professional 
Engineers and Surveyors 

Office Hours  

8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Monday – Friday 

2010 Board Meetings 

All meetings will be held at LLR - Columbia, SC. 

January 19, 2010 – 9:30 a.m. 

March 16, 2010 – 9:30 a.m. 

May 11, 2010 – 9:30 a.m. 

July 20, 2010 – 9:30 a.m. 

October 26, 2010– 9:30 a.m. 
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